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Hello Willem, we are very honored to be able to interview you for 

our Featured Photographer format on our blog „The world in my 

eyes“.  

 

You are a very experienced street and urban photographer as well 

as great blogger with great background knowledge. 

 

We was fascinated by reading your blog and amazed by your street 

photography gallery on your homepage 

www.willemjonkers.com. 
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Please tell us a little bit about you to begin with. 

First of Stefan, thank you for inviting me for this interview. It’s an 

honour! I’m not that experienced though since I first started only 

a few years ago. I have a daytime job as an investment advisor and 

street photography is just a hobby of mine. Although, I do feel 

it’s a big and important part of my life and my dog's who is always 

accompanying me on my street walks. 

How did you get into photography in general? 

I always had an SLR, but only to take vacation snapshots and that 

kind of stuff. My wife Sandra bought a compact camera and she 

wanted to do a beginners course to learn more about technique. I 

joined her and got hooked to photography. After that we took 

more courses together and went along together on this path. 
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That’s certainly quite an interesting entry into photography.  

Street photography, on the other hand, is really a specific art 

form. 

how did you get into street & urban photography? 

During the previous mentioned courses, we took on street 

photography after we’ve tried different kinds like macro, 

architectural and so on.  

That was just not our thing…  

Street photography is something I can do at any time during the 

day and besides that I just like people. 
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Agree! Philanthropy is definitely advantageous in doing street 

photography.  

What equipment are you using now and with what did you get 

started? 

I started out with a DSLR and a zoom lens… Quickly I learned that 

this wasn’t the way to go for me.  

I missed that profoundness in my shots which one gets when moving 

in very close.  

Then I bought a Fuji X-T1 with a 23mm f1.4 prime.  

After shooting for a while I still felt that this lens wasn’t getting 

me close enough and I bought a 14mm f2.8 to overcome that issue.  

Later on I bought the 8mm to get extremely close... 
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Are you using film or do you shoot digital or both? 

I use digital.  

I am thinking about getting an analogue camera though. I think 

shooting film will learn me to be more observant and be more 

critical to take a shot or not.  

When I go out I take 50 to 75 shots which used to be like 200 

shots, so I’ve learned that a bit already, but it can be better.  

 

Besides that, I think film looks much nicer. More soft, crisp… 

More real! 

#02 
Week 26, June 2015 

5 

Featured Photographer 



What are your favourite motifs in street and urban photography 

and why? 

Just photographing everyday people at any time of the day, 

interacting with them sometimes, being outside with my dog who is 

always with me, feeling the vibrance of the city. 
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What is your motivation for doing street and urban photography? 

I love people. I love interacting with them, watching them doing 

their thing and approaching them very close. Thousands of 

seconds pass by every second.  

 

Catching an interesting character in my own invasive way is an 

awesome experience every time I do it.  

 

The interactions I get sometimes are mostly very nice which is the 

cherry on the pie. 
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One of the most captivating series, we found on your homepage is 

the 8mm extreme wide angle gallery.  

I'm really curious about how you've discovered this ultra wide 

angle for street photography.  

The results, in my opinion are both: quite unique and outstanding.  

I saw a street shot from Andreas Seiler which he took with a 

fisheye and thought it was interesting, but never thought about it 

thereafter.  

It was Steven Gonzalez who inspired me to get me that 8mm.  

I think he’s a very inspiring photographer, artistically wise and 

had a chat with him about that lens.  

I bought it and found my own way with it. 
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Through the use of an 8mm and going in really close I invade 

peoples private space.  

What people think about that is not a concern for me, since I don’t 

care what people think of me in general.  

That’s a strength I have and use that to the fullest in my 

photography.  

I think through the use of this lens I let people come out very 

profound and let them fill the frame without cropping 

afterwards.  

It really sets my subject at the centre stage which is what I like to 

achieve in my shots.  

Besides that, we as a human race are so tiny within the bigger 

picture of earth and the universe, which makes my shots very 

contradictory.  

We’re all in a bubble… 
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What daytime, if any, do you consider as the best time for street 

photography?  

I like shooting in the spring and the summer, but love the low light 

during winters.  
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Do you prefer harsh light situation, which gives you extreme 

contrasts for your street captures? 

I don’t really time my photo walks, but early mornings and late 

evenings are the best times I think. 
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During my investigations about street photography I found that in 

most cases, street photographer prefer to process their photos 

in black and white.  

However you have some real vibrant pictures in your gallery as 

well.  

What are your thoughts behind the processing?  

What is your decision to let a picture remain in colour or to 

process it in black and white? 

Sometimes a person stands out through very colourful clothing 

or something, then I choose that.  

But my colour work is actually a bit experimental.  

I prefer B/W because it doesn’t distract too much from what the 

image is all about. If you judge a colour shot, is it the colour 

that you like or is it the way the subject is photographed?  

I find it very hard to judge a colour shot by it’s means and not 

get distracted by it’s colours.  

Don’t expect much colour work from me I guess… 
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Willem, can you remember a very special incident whilst shooting 

on street and would you like to tell us a few words about it? 

There's not one very special incident, since I feel all my 

interactions with persons whom I photographed are special. Often 

people send me an email with a request for their photograph and 

they all are very enthousiastic about my stuff. 

Do you think it’s more difficult to do street photography in your 

country then in others? How is the legal situation in the 

Netherlands? 

In The Netherlands, the photographer has the right to portrait as 

long as you don’t shoot famous people or sell your photograph 

to a company which will use it in an advertisement for example.  

In my country you can photograph any people you want. Especially 

if it’s for journalistic or artistic purposes. 
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How do people react to you on streets? Do you expose yourself as 

a photographer or are you trying to be inconspicuous in the 

crowd? 

By going in as close as I am, I get noticed. Period.  

Most of the time people are very surprised when I bend over deep 

towards the ground right in front of them, but they don’t say 

anything in general.  

Mostly they just smile afterwards and even apologies sometimes 

for getting in my way, not realizing I took their photograph.  

When going in that close people seem to think I photograph 

something else, because they don’t expect this.  

If they do react, I just explain what I do, give them my card and 

offer them to email the shot.  

People just want to know if I’m not some kind of freak with poor 

intentions. 
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Have you ever had to face unpleasant or dangerous situation on 

street? 

Sometimes people react a bit annoyed, but when I explain they’re ok 

with what I do in general.  

 

If they don’t want their photograph taken, I delete it.  

If they react annoyed or angry and move on, I move on too and 

really couldn’t care less.  

 

So unpleasant or dangerous? No, never… Just because I don’t 

care about that and thus don’t experience it like that. Just be 

polite if they interact and smile. 

  

Offer the photograph and move on. 
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Do you have any Idols in photography or in street photography 

(like Thomas Leuthard, Zack Arias or Eric Kim, to name just a few)? 

No. I do think there are great street photographers out there, but 

I don’t idolize them.  

I’m in search and progressing towards inventing and developing my 

own style.  

Besides that, I think people like Eric Kim do a great job getting 

knowledge out there, but they’re also very good at marketing 

themselves and ask a shit load of money for a workshop ($1.200 

for 3 days) without actually accomplishing to be a very good or 

distinctive street photographer themselves. 

 

I do like Bruce Gilden and Mark Cohen if I must name a few big 

names. I like their style and closeness. 

Also Michael Ernest Sweet is one I think is very good. Also 

because of his own style and his closeness to his subjects. 
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How do you think street photography will develop in future? 

It will be harder to distinguish from all the others.  

 

But with all the technological developments I see a bright future 

for street photography.  

 

Although, there are so many nowadays, it will be much harder to 

be recognized for your work and as an artist as opposed to a few 

decades ago. 

#02 
Week 26, June 2015 

16 

Featured Photographer 



Do you have any current project you would like to talk about? 

I don't have any projects going on right now, but I'm trying hard to 

explore and get the most out of the 8mm. 

Thank you very much Willem for having your time and your precious 

thought about and behind your fantastic work. We enjoyed both, 

conducting this interview and doing the editorial work as well.  

 

Please check Willem’s fantastic site for more photos and enjoy his 

insightful blog at www.willemjonkers.com.   
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