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T

he second issue of our magazine takes you to a journey to the
marvellous pictorial world of Sonny Hamouchi.

Her photos have a purpose. Always.
To tell us a story,
to show us more then we might see at the first glance,
to sharing her feeling of the moment or just simply
to reminding us of the beauty of the world.

Without any furher ado, please enjoy our interview with Shaina
Hamouchi.

Yours truly

Stefan Cimer
editor
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Hello Sonny, we are very honored to get your
interview for our featured photographer format!
Please tell us a little bit about you, to begin with.
I am a self taught photographer, who likes to take
pictures of landscapes, seascapes, architecture and
some street photography.

This was taken at a Marina in Avalon, NJ with a very serious impending storm coming. I was
trying to get off the island to get home and passed this and had to get out to take a
picture. Look at the boats in the distance and see how high they are in the water. They
are usually about 2 feet lower. (Sonny Hamauchi © )
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Could you share with us how you first became interested in
photography?
Photography is a passion that I have and it enables me to
Communicate about the things in this world that I think are
beautiful.
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What equipment are you using now and with what did you get
started?
I was given a camera for a birthday gift many years ago... It was a
Marinda. I used it for about a year and then stopped taking
pictures for some reasons.
Years later, I was taking a vacation to Hawaii, I realized that I
couldn’t go and not take pictures. So I purchased a disposable
camera.
Back fro Hawaii, I started with a Canon camera and when digital
came around I had a Canon 10D, a 7D (which is a great camera) a
6D and the Canon 5D Mark III. I have since gone down to just
the 5D.
This is on the
corner of 3rd
and South and
South street
goes for many
blocks and has
gone through
many changes.
It used to be
an old street
that just had
regular shops
on it and then
when I first
moved to
Philadelphia
it was the
hottest street
going with all
the new
Restaurants
and stores. It
was great and
mobbed every
day and night. Then it sort of got not so great with gangs running the streets and
robbing people but as everything it has turned itself around again and is doing great with
many restaurants and all the side streets have things also. However, this building
became a bar for awhile and didn’t do well. (Sonny Hamauchi © )
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Seeing your remarkable
work, I’m curious where
your creativity comes
from?
I have done other
Creative things in my life
but I honestly can’t tell
you where it came from...
it’s not like you go out
One day and buy it
at the store.
Mostly I think as a
person you are
Interested in things and
then you find out that
You can really do those
Things that you like and
Then people say you are
creative.
I also think creativity is
something you have or
You don’t.
You cannot become
creative.
(Sonny Hamauchi © )
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Can you tell us about your work flow from the point you first
step into the scene until you showcase the developed picture?
I usually do
not plan what
I am going to
take pictures
of, so I do not
have a “step
into the
Scene”
routine.
I might have an
Idea of an
area that I
want to check
out.
The one thing
I do not do is
Manufacture
a picture.

This is a picture of the “high speed” line train that goes from
Philadelphia to New Jersey and vice versa. I was up on the bridge
leaning over and waited for a train to come through and this was
the result.(Sonny Hamauchi © )

I permanently have a mono-pod and tripod in my car although
many times I am in situations where I cannot use them so I have
become very proficient at taking hand held shots. At home I put
the pictures in iPhoto so I can see what they look like then I
pick the photos I really like and work on those in Photoshop. I
do not do a lot of editing because I am in conflict with being a
photographer or a digital artist. I very rarely crop a shot after
I upload it. What I want the picture to be is what I see in the
viewfinder.
I always store my photos in an external hard drive as I lost
about 3 years of pictures. I learned my lesson.
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Has your style of shooting changed since you first started?
Well, I am a self taught photographer so in the beginning I
probably did very wrong things.
I am much better about checking things. Like everything in the
scene before pressing the shutter.
But I wouldn’t say that my style changed.

(SonnyHamauchi © )

Are there any photographer who took influence on your
photographic work and style?
Well, I have read so many books and looked at so many pictures
in my lifetime that of course I saw things that influenced me.
There are still things that I have not tried yet and I will do
them at some point, like long exposure photography. I’m
8
reading up on them and watching things on YouTube about
them.
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What are some of the most important lessons you have learned
by doing photography so
far?
That there are friendly
people all over who
want to know what you
are doing or why. They
are so appreciative if you
talk to them especially if
your are taking pictures
of their land. I often
take their address and
send them a print and
get invited most times
to go on their property
whenever I want to.

I took this one fall day and it was perfect. I have been
back to that spot many times and have never captured
anything like this ever again. The diving dock is not
all over the place and it just doesn’t look the same.
(Sonny Hamauchi © )

Horse at New Farm, Marlton, New Jersey.
(Sonny Hamauchi © )

Savanah Street. Savannah, Georgia
is a very popular place in the
United States to visit.
(Sonny Hamauchi © )

9

Featured Photographer

#03
By Stefan Cimer

What would you tell a newcomer who asks for your advice on
how to start?
I would tell
them that the
camera they use
to start with
doesn’t have to
be the most
Professional
one.
As a beginner
you don’t know
enough to use
all the

Chair by the tidewater / Provincetown, Massachusetts.
(Sonny Hamauchi © )

functions. It took me years to become Proficient with my camera.
The most important thing is to have a sense of composition. That
is needed before all of the other technical stuff. You can be as
technical as you want but if you don’t know composition your
picture will suffer.
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Sonny, Thank you very much for having your precious time and
your thoughts about and behind your fantastic work.
Please visit Shaina‘s great homepage and enjoy her beautiful
photos at www.shotzbysonn.com
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